


























For those who had grown weary of the Church's obligations such as
oing to Mass on Sundays, and receiving the Sacraments, ToRot had
eep svmpathy. He sought them out and explained how much God loved
iemand how He was ever ready to forgive them when they repented. He
rought back many lost sheep into Christ's sheepfold.

He respected Fr Laufer and never had any bad will against him. Attimes
1e people tried to argue with Father on customs and beliefs but ToRot
efended him and cleared up the misunderstandings according to the
‘hurch's teachings.

The people experienced the zealous catechist's kindness, gentleness
nd.humility towards them. They listened and obeyed his teachings and
istructions. An observer, ToUratun, said this about ToRot: "There was
obody to be compared to-Peter ToRot. His knowledge was great and his
1anner was different from the ordinary people.” ToRot felt and thought
ith the heart and mind of Christ, seeing Him in them and they in Him.
here never came a sudden flash of anger from him.

Many times the people argued among themselves and wanted to fight.
oRot pleaded with them and once more brought them to reconciliation.
e was Christ's 'true instrument of peace’' seeing that his people lived
appily together.

ToRot always followed his conscience when judging different people
nd things. He defended the Catholic faith and teachings against some
f his local traditional rituals. On one occasion he received information
1at the people of Vunadidir, one of the four villages comprising the Parish
f Rakunai, were smuggling certain elements for 'papait' or magic ritual
ito their village. One night ToRot went to the village with some men to
earchforthe hidden magical material and destroy it becausethe Church
ad already forbidden it. He accused the men very severely by saying
ey were nottrue Christians yet. They pretended to be devoted Catholics

y going to Mass on Sunday and by receiving the Sacraments, especially -

e Eucharist, but back in their village they were acting as real pagans.
Fr Laufer was helped by the catechist ToRot to collect people's
aditional dances and songs. They preserved some of them: (a lili, a etel,
korkor. arumu, a kangal, a palarara). They forbade others that were
onsidered as being connected with pagan beliefs.

On September 14, 1937, his father ToPuia died. ToRot was worried

bout his own mother laTumul and cared for her. The former responsibili-
es of ToPuia in house affairs now had to be carried by ToRot.
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ToRot's strong faith motivated him to his life of prayer. The commungl
prayers and hymns he had with his people and priest in M_ass and his
frequent communions were not sufficient. He b‘ehved that if he was to
persevere successfully in his apostolate, especially afte.r Fr Laufel: had
been removed from Rakunai, he had to be united with his Master: inan
intimate relationship with Him. Therefore ToRot always prayed privately
in the Church and in his home. g v

One of the older catechists, ToLabit said: "All of us were faml!lar with
ToRot's character. He wasvery humble and he possessed a burning love
for Christ in the Eucharist". When the Japanese first arrived to arrest the
parish priest of Rakunai, Fr Laufer did not remove the consecrated hosts
fromthe tabernacleinthe Church because he thought thathe would come
back very soon. Peter feared that the Japanese might return and rum_the
tabernacle. He took the ciborium of hosts from it and brought them into
his house, and lit a lamp and put it near the ciborium. Hfa prepared the
people well for receiving Our Lord. He wrapp.ed the two fingers he used
for hoiding the hosts with a piece of clean whlle_clqth because he feared
holding them with his bare fingers. Then he distributed the host to the

people.

Bishop G. Vesters (1923 - 1939 ) visits Catechist College.
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